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Overview
In June 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis signed House Bill (HB) 1213 – Educational instruction of
Historical Events, which, in part, requires the Education Commissioner’s African American
History Task Force to examine ways to include the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) in
the required instruction on African American History (section 1003.42(2)(h), Florida Statutes).
The Commissioner of Education’s African American History Task Force makes the following
recommendations:
Recommendation 1:

Highlight the importance of language and semantics.

Recommendation 2:

Offer Ocoee Educator Training modules.

Recommendation 3:

Offer grade-level appropriate activities that reflect student
development.

Recommendation 4:

Include as many primary and secondary sources as possible in
a usable format for educators.

Recommendation 5:

Foster collaboration with postsecondary and community-based
organizations.

Recommendation 6:

Establish a website with direct links to supporting materials.

To observe this mandate, the African American History Task Force solicited ideas from educators
across the state using direct contact through
the Florida Department of Education’s
school district social studies contacts and
the African American History Task Force
website. Ocoee lesson plan concept
proposals were due in October 2020 with
final recommendations to be made available
on or before March 1, 2021.
After examining the submissions, the Task
Force noted many educators are unaware of
the 1920 Ocoee Election Day incident and
have little knowledge of how and when to
offer instruction about this historical event.
A total of nine (9) proposals were submitted
from educators across the state. The
majority of the submissions were from
Orange County and those counties
surrounding Ocoee, Florida (Appendix A).
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Recommendations
The mandate to provide ways to include the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) in required
instruction presents the Commissioner’s African American History Task Force with an excellent
opportunity to raise its profile and intensify its importance in educational policy throughout the
state and nation. Several teachable moments exist for the Task Force in its goal to achieve
compliance with the Governor’s mandate including the following recommendations.
RECOMMENDATION 1: Highlight the importance of language and semantics.
The relationship between language, power, and race construction has been the subject of scholarly
inquiry for at least three decades. The chosen words to identify, label, or describe various
phenomena warrants consideration.
Relative to the Ocoee incident which occurred in November of 1920, the word “riot” and
“massacre” have been used interchangeably. House Bill 1213 which mandates this report, refers
to the historical event that happened in Ocoee, Florida, on November 2, 1920, as the “1920 Ocoee
Election Day Riots” while the Governor’s proclamation of November 2, 2020, solemnly
remembering the 100th anniversary of this same event, is entitled: “1920 Ocoee Election Day
Massacre Remembrance Day in Florida.” Upon examining the scholarly literature and other
references surrounding and recounting this event both “riot” and “massacre” are used.
The word “riot” carries a negative connotative meaning which could be viewed as racially biased.
While labeling the Ocoee incident as a “massacre” is closer to an authentic description of what
occurred that fateful day, the word “massacre” acknowledges the race-based motive that fueled
the violence which destroyed property along with causing the death of many Floridians who were
simply attempting to exercise their constitutional right to vote.
In order to address this recommendation, the Task Force suggests the following:




Heightening awareness of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) that began after
the denial of the right to vote to Mr. Moses Norman, an African American citizen of Orange
County, Florida, on November 2, 1920, through the development or amendment of the
Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards that directly reference this historical
event;
Develop educator training for all school personnel (administrators, teachers, and staff)
that explores how the power of language and the choice of wording constructs has
implications leading to negative behaviors.

RECOMMENDATION 2: Offer Ocoee Educator Training modules.
The Task Force recommends that Florida’s K-12 educators be required to teach the history of the
1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) in the most grade-appropriate way possible aligned
with the Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.
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Additionally, the recommendation includes the development of a series of professional learning
opportunities, workshops, or seminars, to assist educators and stakeholders in acquiring factual
accounts of the events of November 2, 1920, and their context.




Provide access to source references and materials that are grade-appropriate;
Train and guide K-12 educators in the use of activities and lesson plans developed
surrounding the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre); and
Determine the length and breadth of the workshops or seminars based on the goals and
objectives of the school district’s targeted professional development sessions.

Example objectives:



Educators will be able to use geographic knowledge and skills when discussing the Ocoee
events.
Describe the importance of historiography, which includes how historical knowledge is
obtained and transmitted when interpreting events in history.

Proposed Workshop Format: Half-Day
Audience: District Level, Administrative, Community Organizations, Interested Stakeholders
Content:
 Introduction/Review of HB 1213
 Introduction/Review of section 1003.42(2)(h), Florida Statutes
 Curriculum infusion suggestions
 Identification and access to resources for teaching
1003.42 Required instruction.
(1) Each district school board shall provide all courses required for middle grades promotion,
high school graduation, and appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students meet State
Board of Education adopted standards in the following subject areas: reading and other language
arts, mathematics, science, social studies, foreign languages, health and physical education, and
the arts. The state board must remove a middle grades course in the Course Code Directory that
does not fully integrate all appropriate curricular content required by s. 1003.41 and may approve
a new course only if it meets the required curricular content.
(2) Members of the instructional staff of the public schools, subject to the rules of the State Board
of Education and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books
and materials required that meet the highest standards for professionalism and historical
accuracy, following the prescribed courses of study, and employing approved methods of
instruction, the following:
(h) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before the political
conflicts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the enslavement
experience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to society. Instructional
materials shall include the contributions of African Americans to American society.
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Proposed Workshop Format: Full-Day
Audience: Instructional Faculty and Staff (K-12)
Content:
 Introduction/Review of HB 1213
 Introduction/Review of section 1003.42(2)(h), Florida Statutes
 Curriculum infusion suggestions
 Identification and access to resources for teaching
 Unit/Lesson/Media Development using:
o CPALMS
o District grade-level curriculum guides
o Assessment development activity
o Follow-up activities and evaluation for implementation by educators
The above formats are suggestions. Additional support from the Florida Department of Education
(FDOE) is required to augment and infuse the intent of HB 1213.
RECOMMENDATION 3: Offer grade-level appropriate activities that reflect student
development.
Utilize current online teacher planning tool platforms, such as CPALMS, to differentiate between
lessons that are suitable for younger students versus lessons for older students to identify materials
aligned to the appropriate standard, grade, and subject area if these elements are available. If the
activities are not available utilizing current state or district resources, the Task Force recommends
establishing a Curriculum Team to assist in developing materials to be included in CPALMS.
The violence of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) should be explored in ways
appropriate for the age, grade, and maturity of the students.
Currently, there are no direct referenced lesson plans, ideas, or units of instruction connected to
the Ocoee event in CPALMS. However, there are several opportunities to align the Ocoee
historical events to the Benchmarks, Standards, Subjects, and Grades as available on CPALMS.
Additional work is required to align the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) with the
current Benchmarks and Standards.
Example Benchmark alignment:
Benchmark Description

Learning Objective

SS.8.A.3.16

Social 8
Demonstrate an
understanding of the causes Studies
and consequences of the
1920 Ocoee Election Day
Riots (Massacre)

Examine key
events in Florida
history as each
impacts this era of
American history.

Subject Grade Knowledge/
Strand
American
History
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RECOMMENDATION 4: Include as many primary and secondary sources as possible in
a usable format for educators.
Primary Source Materials
Infusion of primary source material in the classroom is a high-impact practice that increases
student engagement and enhances content retention. Many of the current benchmarks and
standards require instruction for students on how to identify and use primary sources in the
instructional setting. Identifying relevant primary sources can be done in consultation with
academic historians.
A collaboration with the Museum of Florida History at the Department of State should be
established. Through this collaboration, additional resources can be identified and added to Florida
Memory: State Library and Archives of Florida. Dr. Joshua Goodman and his colleagues have
been contacted to explore this opportunity, and have provided preliminary source materials
(Appendix B).
Groups can be called upon to offer primary source resources (e.g., oral histories, newspaper
clippings, family mementos). These items could be compiled and produced into useable and
adaptable formats that teachers could readily incorporate into their classroom lessons.
Textbook Materials
The story of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) should be included in textbooks
relating to American History, Humanities, Civics, and Government. Scholars from colleges and
universities throughout Florida.
The Task Force recommends content on the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) be
included in the bid specifications as a requirement within the social studies materials bids
scheduled for solicitation in November 2021.
Additional Resources
Additional primary and secondary resources need to be identified and access provided to educators
and students of Florida. Included in this report is a collection of scholarly articles related to the
events and context of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) (Appendix C).
RECOMMENDATION 5: Foster collaboration with postsecondary and community-based
organizations.
The mandate in HB 1213 offers the opportunity to continue to raise the awareness of historical
events such as the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots (Massacre) through facilitating partnerships
between postsecondary institutions such as college departments of education, history, and
anthropology, and community-based organizations such as fraternities, sororities, churches, and
civil rights organizations
One advantage of this recommendation is that it is cost-neutral but offers maximum return on the
small investment of intentional effort. The collaboration with the suggested entities is fostered
through the local school districts, colleges, and community organizations.
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The African American History Task Force (AAHTF) has a model for this type of collaboration
already in place through their Exemplary School District Status program and criteria. These
relationships could be utilized to develop Ocoee curriculum and pilot lessons to share as best
practices.
AAHTF Exemplary School District Status criteria:
1. School Board Approval of the African American History Initiative.
- Evidence that the school board has developed a plan for the implementation of the
Florida African and African American History required instruction.
- Evidence that the plan has been publicized in school district’s curriculum guides.
2. Structured Professional Development
- Evidence that the school district has developed and implemented an ongoing
professional development plan for training teachers, students and school staff in
strategies for teaching African American History.
- Evidence that adequate resources have been allocated to structured professional
development programs and for enhancing the instruction of African American History
in an infused format.
3. African American Studies Curriculum
- Evidence of African American History Curriculum Frameworks K-12 has been
integrated as part of its school district policy with respect to required curriculum.
- Evidence that the curriculum has been disseminated to curriculum specialists, teachers,
media specialists and other educators in the district.
- Evidence that there are adequate teaching resources including books, CDs, digital
media, and lesson plans available to support this required instruction.
4. Structured Teaching Of The African American History Curriculum
- Evidence that the African American History content appears in lesson plans over the
sustained period of 180 plus days.
- Evidence that there are approved methods for teaching and assessing the African
American History Curriculum.
- Evidence that there are African American History content infused and linked to the
United States History End-Of-Course Assessment and other high-stake tests and
requirements.
- Evidence that the African American history content are infused in all subject areas.
5. University – School District Collaboration
- Evidence of university involvement in professional development, curriculum and
instruction support, etc.
- Evidence of school district university partnership in seeking external funding (federal
grants, foundation grants, etc.)
- Evidence that the school district and university partnership has aided in the preparation
of pre-professional teachers and other educators.
6. Parent/Community Partnerships
- Evidence that the school district’s initiatives in African American History has resulted
in the development of strategies that include the involvement of parents through
awareness information sessions.
- Evidence that there are community partners who are involved in the development and
ongoing implementation of the African American History Curriculum.
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RECOMMENDATION 6: Establish a website with direct links to supporting materials.
The African American History Task Force will create and maintain a 1920 Ocoee Election Day
Riots (Massacre) resources website to include links to: print literature, other websites, museum
exhibits, primary and secondary sources, lesson plans, videos, and other resources.
The website will model the current site at https://www.aahtfevents.com and include direct
references to the 1920 Ocoee Election Day events:





Training opportunities
Direct links to resources
Direct links to Florida Standards
Links to examples of units and lesson plans for instruction.

Website Mockup:
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Appendix A – Lesson Plan Proposal Survey Sample Responses
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Appendix B – Primary Source Materials
Goodman, Joshua L. <Joshua.Goodman@dos.myflorida.com>
11/6/2020 5:31 PM
To: Kelley, Bernadette C. <bernadette.kelley@famu.edu>
Re: Ocoee Resources
Attachments: Walter-White-Testimony_12-30-1920.pdf, walter-white-crisis-article-04.pdf, Ocoee3.pdf, Ocoee4.pdf
Hi Dr. Kelley,
Thank you so much for having Katrina and I along for this meeting. I hope the points we raised will be helpful as the
group moves forward on this important project. I wanted to pass along a few key documents I found in the course
of my research – the files are attached:


First and foremost, I’m attaching some testimony from Walter F. White of the NAACP before the House
Committee on the Census, December 30, 1920. In his remarks, White discusses what he saw and heard at Ocoee
and elsewhere in Florida during his visit to the state. I’m struck… not so much by White’s description of the
events at Ocoee and Jacksonville… but rather by how the Congressmen responded to the testimony. The full
hearing is far too long to be used effectively in a classroom exercise, but there are portions of it that could be
incorporated into some really good lessons analyzing the committee’s attitude toward White and their
responsibilities regarding voting rights. I think it’s very difficult for students to comprehend how brazenly these
rights were disregarded, or how cavalierly state and federal officials claimed there was no real
disenfranchisement. Rep. Brinson’s remarks toward the bottom of page 59 are particularly demonstrative of
where many Southern legislators were at the time on this issue. I think this conversation between White and
the committee connects Ocoee to the broader national narrative on Black suffrage without “de-Ocoeeing” the
story, as someone very aptly put it.



Walter White’s article in The Crisis (January 1921) describing what he saw and heard in Florida is a good basic
description of voter intimidation and obstruction in Ocoee, Jacksonville, and elsewhere in the state. Included is
the text of a letter from the KKK to an attorney who was encouraging African Americans to register to vote.
Again, the whole article is probably too long to be assigned in most classroom settings, but excerpts from it
could be deployed in a number of ways.



The two newspaper articles (Ocoee3 and Ocoee4), both from Florida newspapers, approach gaslighting in their
tendency to downplay or even discount the events at Ocoee. The one offering advice to Black Floridians about
paying their own poll taxes also reveals the partisan piece in the Ocoee puzzle… the editor never says the word
‘Republican’ but he clearly says the “recipe” to stop lynchings is for all African Americans to stop supporting the
Republican Party. The Ocoee3 article would have to be used with discretion because of its language, but there
are some really teachable bits to unpack here, and Ocoee is the occasion that brings it out.

I hope these will be helpful to the group. If there’s anything else I can do to support your work on this or other
projects, please let me know. I look forward to meeting again in December.
All Best,
Josh G.
Josh Goodman, Ph.D.
Archives Historian, State Archives of Florida
500 S. Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850)-245-6313
FloridaMemory.com
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Walter White Testimony before the House - December 30, 1920
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Election Day in Florida by Walter F. White
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Advice to Negros (Deland Daily News) December 24, 1920

The N.A.F.T.O.C.P Lied (Tampa Tribune) December 19, 1920
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Appendix C – Additional Resources
Museum Exhibits
Yesterday, This Was Home: The Ocoee Massacre of 1920
Orange County Regional History Center
https://www.thehistorycenter.org/exhibition/the-ocoee-massacre/
Articles and Books
A Perfect Storm: The Ocoee Riot of 1920
C Hoffmann, C Hoffman, C Strom - The Florida Historical Quarterly, 2014 - JSTOR
… articles from Orlando Morning Sentinel, Orlando Evening Reporter- Star, Florida Metropolis,
Savannah Press, Orlando Weekly Magazine, Tampa Morning Tribune, New York Times; Bianca
White and Sandra Krasa, Ocoee: Legacy of the Election Day Massacre Webster, TX …
Racial Massacre in Atlanta: September 22, 1906
C Crowe - The Journal of Negro History, 1969 - journals.uchicago.edu
… Northern riots between 1862 and 1865 in New York, Cincinnati, and other cities were largely
massacres of blacks as were the political riots … RACIAL MASSACRE IN ATLANTA … As
late as 1921 whites in Ocoee, Florida started a riot when a small group of Negroes tried to vote …
Memorializing Racist Massacres
CL Armstead - … and Antiracism: International Struggles for Justice, 2001 - books.google.com
… They argued that since the Ocoee massacre was an attack on the citizenship rights of blacks, it
was an attack on everyone … Memorializing Racist Massacres Conflicts of Race and Gender
Contemporary relations between white women and black women rest upon a brutally…
Reimagining the Ocoee Showcase: A Plan for Visual Representation of the Imagined but
Undocumented
E Hallman - cs.ucf.edu
… The events of the 1920 Ocoee Riot (also known as the Ocoee Massacre) can be summarized
as follows: On November 2, 1920, a landowning African American named Mose Norman tried to
vote and was turned away …
Black Historical Erasure: A Critical Comparative Analysis in Rosewood and Ocoee
C Ram - 2020 - scholarship.rollins.edu
… PASSING THE BILL: A HISTORIC MOMENT A SUMMATION: THE OCOEE
MASSACRE … 20th century Florida: the Ocoee Election Day Massacre and Rosewood Massacre.
The purpose and function of this paper will critically compare both violent episodes …
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America's First Lynching Memorial
… of Rosewood, Florida, which confronts the Rosewood Massacre of 1923; The 1898 Foundation
of Wilmington, North Carolina, which confronts the Wilmington Race Riot of 1898; and The
Democratic Foundation of Ocoee, Florida, which confronts the Ocoee Massacre of 1920 …
Legacies of Lynching: The Odyssey of Oscar Mack
JC Chambliss - 2019 - ajs.hcommons.org
… Rollins College) worked with students in his modern African American History course to
document the details of the lynching with Curtis Michelson, a former member of Democracy
Forum, a social justice group formed to record the details of the 1920 Ocoee Massacre …
Anatomy of an Atrocity: The Madden Branch Massacre and Guerrilla Warfare in North
Georgia, 1861-1865
JD Sarris - The Georgia Historical Quarterly, 1993 - JSTOR
… be a refuge for Unionists and other disaffected southerners, such as the north Georgia who were
massacred at Madden … The Madden Branch Massacre … in age from sixteen to twenty- two.
Parris' band crossed into Tennessee, following the course of the Ocoee River, which in …
Minority Disenfranchisement During the 2000 General Election: A Blast from the Past or a
Blueprint for Reform
ML Dixon - Temp. Pol. & Civ. Rts. L. Rev., 2001 - HeinOnline
… Past, Orlando Sentinel G1 (Feb. 4, 1996). 24. The Democracy Forum, Historical
Overview of the Ocoee Massacre Story <http://www.ocoeeproject.com/overview.html>
(accessed Apr. 19, 2002). 25. Id. 26. Id. [Vol. 11:311 Page 5 …
Dead men bring no claims: how takings claims can provide redress for real propertyowning victims of Jim Crow race riots
M Fussell - Wm. & Mary L. Rev., 2015 - HeinOnline
… The Ocoee Riot, also known as the Ocoee Massacre, is but one in which hundreds of black
citizens disappeared in a matter of days. The takings claim analysis is well-suited to the
particular facts of the Ocoee Riot, but it applies to other race riots as well …
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