
ORIGIN OF BLACK 
FACE



MINSTREL SHOW

• White male performers in burnt-cork blackface makeup portrayed 
blacks in a series of songs, dances and comedy sketches.  The 
caricature exaggerated black speech patterns by using non-Standard 
English.



THOMAS 
DARTMOUTH RICE

Popularized the song “Jump Jim Crow”





DANIEL EMMETT,  VIRGINIA MINSTRELS, 1840

• He too had a professional touring minstrelsy.  He had 3 partners in his 
act and would use physical caricature, violins, castanets, banjos and 
tambourines. for white entertainment to demean African Americans, to 
promote and reassure immigrants and others at the bottom of the 
economic ladder that their status was at least higher than blacks and 
exploit black culture for white profit.





MINSTRELSY BECAME SUCCESSFUL

• These performers were sometimes called "Ethiopian Delineators" and 
the shows were popularly referred to as "Coon Shows” and “Picaninny”

• Rice, and his imitators, by their stereotypical depictions of Blacks, 
helped to popularize the belief that Blacks were lazy, stupid, inherently 
less human, and unworthy of integration. During the years that Blacks 
were being victimized by lynch mobs, they were also victimized by the 
racist caricatures propagated through novels, sheet music, theatrical 
plays, and minstrel shows. 



CHILDREN





BLACKS AS MINSTRELS

• Ironically, years later when Blacks replaced White minstrels, the Blacks 
also "blackened" their faces, thereby pretending to be Whites 
pretending to be Blacks. They, too, performed the Coon Shows which 
dehumanized Blacks and helped establish the desirability of racial 
segregation. 

• African American entertainer Sam Lucas played in a production of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, it was one of the only ways to break into the 
entertainment business. They were paid less money but used this 
service as a way to make a living



1950
AMOS AND ANDY 
POPULAR RADIO SHOW.  
LATER TO BECOME A 
TELEVISION COMEDY 
WAS PRODUCED. 



BLACKFACE: A CULTURAL HISTORY OF A RACIST ART FORM

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqlD-eZm1ck

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqlD-eZm1ck
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